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Abstract
Purposes

To investigate the association between the use of multiple dementia-case assessments
and observation of behavioral symptoms.

Methods

A retrospective correlational study was conducted for a subsidy program related
to home-care institutions supported by the Ministry of Health and Welfare. Data were
obtained from 14 home-care centers across northern, central, southern, and eastern Taiwan.
Deidentified data from the dementia database were analyzed for the period from February
to September 2020, which resulted in 183 valid questionnaires. Statistical analyses were
performed using SPSS 26.0.

Results

The average age of dementia patients was 81.98 years, with the majority being
female and illiterate. The five major case-assessment items generally aligned with the
standard criteria for dementia. In the case assessments, dementia patients with lower levels
of cognitive function, nutritional status, and independence in daily living demonstrated
higher levels of memory-core impairment, emotional disturbances, and mental-confusion
symptoms. These symptoms contribute to the progressive decline in the patients’ ability to
perform daily activities and may result in complete dependence on caregivers.

Conclusions

The absence of overt symptoms in some dementia cases does not indicate that the
abovementioned symptoms will not emerge. Primary caregivers should be aware of the
occurrence of these situational symptoms in dementia cases and be prepared to provide
timely support and assume shared care responsibilities. (Cheng Ching Medical Journal
2025; 21(4):10-19)

Keywords : Dementia, Case assessment, Observation of behavioral symptoms,
Retrospective, Correlation
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